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St. John Lutheran Church 
 November 2025 

MESSENGER 
 

A Christian Response to Pain and Suffering 
 

On October 26th , Deacon Jackie presented a heartfelt sermon on suffering. In her message, 

she pointed out that we all face times of struggle in our lives. Sometimes the struggle is 

manageable and other times it is so severe that a person is shaken to their core. It’s in these 

times of earth-shattering suffering where we rely on our faith to get us through. 
 

This has most-definitely been the case for me; my relationship with God has seen me through 

troubling times; some of them earth-shattering, but it’s also important to note that when my 

relationship with God was rough, when my faith was in its infant stages, God acted through 

faithful people in my life to see me through the struggles I faced. God provides for us in a 

variety of ways throughout our lives. 
 

Our faithful response to pain and suffering is prayer; it’s increased focus on our faith rather 

than abandoning it; it’s placing our trust in God that He is at work in the situation even if we 

cannot sense His presence; it’s trusting that God’s love remains steadfast even when we are 

struggling to respond with faith. 
 

This is easier said than done for many of us. When our faith is low, God will send people into 

our lives to comfort us and give us strength. God will send a great cloud of witnesses to aid us 

in our times of suffering. Trust in this. Trust that there is nothing you can do to make God love 

you any less. Trust that God hears your prayers; your cries for mercy. And even when the 

outcome is not as you had envisioned, trust that God is with you and will never give up on you. 
 

If you are going through a time of struggle, I invite you to come talk with me, Deacon Jackie, 

or another trusted member of this faith community. We may not have all the answers; in fact, 

I can guarantee that we will not; but what we will do is listen to you, pray for you, and walk with 

you through this time of uncertainty and struggle. 
 

May God be with you now and always. Amen. 
 

         Pastor Todd Burrichter 
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September ‘25 General Fund Report 

Balance  09/01/2025 ($29,773.98) 

Receipts  $8,207.65  

Expenses $18,897.97  

Transfers ($330.00) 

Balance  09/30/2025 ($40,794.30) 
 

October 2025 

Date Attendance Giving 

5-Oct 66 $1,837.00  

12-Oct 68 $3,946.34  

19-Oct 80 $1,769.12  

26-Oct 89 $1,922.00  

Vanco Simply Giving $1,630.00  

Total October Giving $11,104.46  
 

Confirmands Adrienne Kalvig and Sophie Wilkens 
Affirmed their Baptism on Reformation Sunday, 
October  26, 2025 here at St John. Pictured with 

Deacon Jackie Schilling and Pastor Todd Burrichter. 
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Worship 
Servants 

Nov 2nd 
Trad Comm 

All Saints Sunday 

Nov 9th 
Jubilee Service 

Communion 

Nov 16th 
Traditional 

Nov 23rd 
Jubilee 

Christ the King 
Sunday 

Nov 30th 
Trad 

1st Sunday Advent 

Head Usher Lisa Acton Lisa Acton Lisa Acton Lisa Acton Lisa Acton 

 
Lector 

 
Lori Bruns 

Judy 
Rottinghaus 

 
Myrna Ross 

 
Dawn Lindloff Rod Wilson 

Sound Kif Richmann Greg Henn Jenny Wolf Ken Haut Kaden Hannemann 

Video 
 

Lyla Burrichter 
Wyatt 

Burrichter Katelyn Wolf 
Connor 
Sullivan Kami Hannemann 

Greeter/ 
Offering 

Troy  & 
Jill Stille 

Nat & Amy  
Sinnwell 

The Beckers 
The Wolf  
Family 

Beth & Rod  
Wilson 

Communion 
Mark & 

Trent Rodruck 
Roger & 

Susan Garbes 
N/A N/A N/A 

           

Please contact Lisa in the office if you are not able to serve at the time listed. Thank you. 

WELCA News 

 

WELCA welcomes all members of our congregation to attend our meetings and join us in Bible Study 

and fellowship. Our next meeting will be held Wednesday, November 5 at 1:30 in the Social Hall. We will 

have election of officers, and we will be discussing our Christmas plates/boxes for shut-ins. We will also 

be discussing a donation that has been given to WELCA and what we should purchase with that 

donation. 

Thank you to everyone who worked or provided food for the many recent funerals. We would like to see 

more people come to join us for fellowship and lunch. Myrna Ross will be lesson leader, and Nancy 

Poppe will be hostess. Hope to see you there. 
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Dear Church Family, 

As Ron and I begin this walk through “Baca”—the valley of weeping, as Psalm 84:6–7 so beautifully 
describes—we have felt the sustaining grace of God through each of you. Your thoughts, prayers, 
support, and the many meals shared have been a balm to our souls during this tender season. 

Psalm 84 reminds us that even in the valley, God makes springs flow. And through your kindness, 
we’ve seen those springs—of compassion, generosity, and love—bubble up around us. 

We especially want to thank Rick Drewelow for his tireless help with rounding up and vetting the 
cattle. Your strength and steadiness have lightened our load more than you know. And to 
Judy Rottinghaus, our chauffeur and note taker—your presence and attention to detail have been a 
true gift. You’ve helped us navigate both the road and the journey with grace. 

We are truly blessed to be part of such an amazing church family. Your love has reminded us that we 
do not walk this valley alone. God walks with us—and so do you. 

With deep gratitude, 

Ron and Jackie Schilling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Semi-Annual Meeting with  

The Approving of the 2026 Budget 

will be during the Worship Service 

November 16th, 2025. 
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God Walks With Us in Our Suffering 

 

Daring Joy by Deacon Jackie 

In seasons of sorrow and suffering, it’s easy to feel alone. Pain 
can isolate us, grief can silence us, and hardship can make us 
question where God is. But Scripture reminds us again and 
again: God does not abandon His children in their darkest hours. 
He walks with us, even when the path is steep and the night is 
long. 

In Isaiah 43:2, God speaks tenderly to His people: 

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” 

This is not a promise that we will avoid suffering—but a promise that we will never face it alone.  

God’s presence is our refuge, even when the storm rages. 

The Psalms are full of raw emotion and honest cries. David writes in Psalm 34:18: 

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

What a comfort to know that our broken hearts draw God near. He does not shy away from our grief; 
He meets us in it. 

Jesus Himself is no stranger to sorrow. Isaiah 53:3 describes Him as: 

“A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” 

At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus wept (John 11:35). He did not rush past the pain of loss—He entered 
into it. And because He did, we can trust that He understands ours. 

In times of suffering, we may not always feel God’s presence. But faith reminds us that He is there, 
even when our emotions falter. Romans 8:38–39 assures us: 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life… nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Nothing—not grief, not pain, not even death—can sever the bond of love God has with us. 

So if you are walking through a valley right now, know this: God is walking with you. He is not distant. 
He is not indifferent. He is Emmanuel—God with us. 

Let us be a church that reminds one another of this truth. Let us carry each other’s burdens 
(Galatians 6:2), pray for one another, and speak words of life and hope. And let us rest in the promise 
that even in suffering, we are never alone. 
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                                   2025 Christmas Shoebox Campaign                             .                               . 

The 2025 Operation Christmas Shoebox Project, through the 
International Samaritan’s Purse organization, is in full swing. St. John 
Lutheran Church has been an active partner in this ministry for many 
years. The project works with local churches and ministry partners to 
deliver shoeboxes filled with gifts to children in over 170 countries and 
territories worldwide, including children in the United States. 

Preassembled boxes are in the St. John Church lobby. 
Participants may pick one or several boxes  to fill with approved items 
and return to the church. Instructions explaining how to pack a box with 
approved items are available at the box site. For example, soap and 
liquids are not allowed. 

 Suggested items may include school supplies, small toys, 
stuffed animals and what is termed a WOW item, a special item that will 
delight a child. You may also include a personal letter and a photo.             
In addition, a $10 donation per box will help defray shipping costs. 

The deadline to deliver boxes to the church is noon on Sunday, November 23rd . The boxes will 
then be taken to a central distribution site in Charles City and continue their journey from there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Nov. 9, 2025 
10:30– 1:00 p.m. 

We are Thankful for Our Homebound Members! 

Beth Waller: Maquoketa  Virginia Kraft: Cedar Vale 

June Marth: West Des Moines Verna Wiebke: Linden Place, Bartels 

Shirley Frost: Evergreen Arbor, Bartels Ida Schloemer: Evergreen Arbor, Bartels 

Shirley Fosse: Annie’s Asst. Living, Tampa, FL Liz Arends: Accura Healthcare, New Hampton 

Stan Goddard: 9th St. Chautauqua, Charles City Phyllis Kunzman: 11th St. Chautauqua, Charles City 

Burton and Edna Dietz: Clarksville Assisted Living Ctr. Don Niemeyer: Clarksville Skilled Nursing & Rehab Ctr. 

Mary Lou Phyfe: Clarksville Skilled Nursing & Rehab Ctr Jeanette Schluter: Clarksville Skilled Nursing & Rehab Ctr. 
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St. John Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 575      

300 Merrill Street 

Nashua, IA 50658 
 


